Ultimate Paper Crafts for Kids Guide

Welcome to the wonderful world of paper crafts! This guide is packed with templates, instructions, and fun facts
to inspire your crafting adventures. Let's get started!

For more fun ideas, tips, and resources, visit my blog: Just Mom Journal §&3!




1. Origami Basics

Origami is the Japanese art of paper folding. Here are some basic folds to get you started:

Valley Fold: Fold the paper towards you.

Mountain Fold: Fold the paper away from you.

Squash Fold: A combination of folds that collapses a point.

Petal Fold: Creates a petal-like shape from a square base.

1. Start with a square piece of paper, colored side down.

2. Fold the paper in half diagonally, then unfold.

3. Fold the paper in half the other way diagonally, then unfold.

4. Lift the top edge to the center crease, creating a small triangle.
5. Fold the left and right corners into the center to create ears.

6. Fold up the bottom point to create the dog's chin.

Fun Fact:

The word "origami" comes from the Japanese words "ori" (folding) and "kami" (paper).



2. Paper Quilling Techniques

Quilling is the art of rolling thin strips of paper into coils and shaping them. Here are some basic shapes:

Tight Circle: Roll the strip tightly around a quilling tool.

Loose Circle: Roll the strip, then let it relax slightly before gluing.

Teardrop: Pinch one side of a loose circle to form a point.

Marquise: Pinch both sides of a loose circle to form two points.

1. Create 5 teardrop shapes for petals.

2. Make a tight circle for the center.

3. Arrange petals around the center and glue in place.
4. Add leaves using marquise shapes if desired.




3. Paper Mache Masterpieces

Paper mache is a craft technique that uses strips of paper and paste to create 3D objects. Here's a simple

recipe:

e 1 part flour
e 2 parts water
* A pinch of salt (optional, helps prevent mold)

Mix ingredients until smooth. Tear newspaper into strips and dip into the paste before applying to your base

shape.

1. Inflate a balloon to desired bowl size.

2. Cover the top half with 3-4 layers of paper mache strips.
3. Let dry completely (24-48 hours).

4. Pop the balloon and remove it.

5. Trim the edges and decorate as desired.

Fun Fact:

Paper mache has been used since ancient Egypt, where it was used to make death masks!



4. Kirigami: The Art of Paper Cutting

Kirigami is a variation of origami that includes cutting paper. It's great for creating intricate designs and pop-up

cards.

1. Fold a square piece of paper in half diagonally.
2. Fold in half again to form a smaller triangle.

3. Fold the triangle into thirds.

4. Cut designs along the edges.

5. Unfold carefully to reveal your snowflake!

Safety Tip:

Always supervise children when using scissors. For younger kids, consider using safety scissors.



5. Paper Weaving Wonders

Paper weaving is a great way to create textured art and learn about patterns. Here's how to get started:
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1. Take one sheet of paper and fold it in half.

2. Cut slits from the folded edge, stopping about an inch from the open edge.
3. Unfold the paper.

4. Cut strips of different colored paper.

5. Weave the strips through the slits, alternating over and under.

6. Glue down the ends of the strips to secure.

Fun Fact:

Paper weaving can be traced back to ancient China, where it was used to create intricate designs for festivals
and celebrations.




Final Thoughts

We hope this guide sparks creativity in your home and inspires hours of crafting fun! Remember, the best part of
crafting is letting your imagination run wild. Happy crafting!

For more fun ideas, tips, and resources, visit my blog: Just Mom Journal §3!




